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A slander suit was lirown out ol
Federal court here last weck under
qpysual circumstances. The man
biinging the suit, Eerik Heine, had
becn called a Soviel agent. The man
who made that accusation, Juri Raus,
said he could not testify as to the
truth or falsity of it hecause he was,
employed by the Central mte]nﬂcnce'
Ar'ency. and the CIA wouldn't let hm
'Lalk The CIA said it provided the:in-{
formation for the acclsation bu; WOUL o:
not reveal what it was. Luols silenee
was sald to be necesi. - p:'olccig
the agency's sources, Tho v, Lie CIA]

clalnc\. and Judge Re. Tnomscnl,

aﬂreec., allowed this siicice. |

bo whether Heine is a spy, \\netlm|
tne _accusation damaged him, whether,
there are grounds for the CIA to sus-'
‘pect him, even whether Raus is a CIA®
.agent—all these things remain untesled:
in court. It is a queasy business, what-.

- .ever the law and whalever the facts.

No one really suspects the CIA would'
-deliberately slander a man {or political.
-purposes, but it might. Suppose a
‘President of the United Siates feit it
.was in the pational intcrest to dis-|
‘eredit a critic of some policy.’ A
charge by an intelligence expert that
the critic was a Communist would do
that effectively, and the truth of the
charge could never be tested. Neither
icould the motive or the e source
,;b'e discovered. That's [ar-iciched, This
iisn't: suppose the CIA is simply mis-
“taken. Like any bureaucracy, it can

“err, A reputation ruined by a clericaly
mistake is just as ruined as one ruined|

"by black intrigue.

+ If the law must remain as it Is, an
-extra responsibility [alls on the con-
gressibnal overseers of the CIA. They
iust protect individuals from what is
;now an agency that is above ail law.
Their investigation of cases like this
one would be no real substitute for
[conventrona‘ Juc’.cxal procedures, but it
!now appears thal that is the only sub-
'stitute available. ’
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